
Knowledge Organiser Art: SculptingYear 3

Using Papier Mâché
To sculpt using papier mâché, 
you need PVA glue mixed with 

water, and a soft paper-like 
material. You can use either 

newspaper, tissue or normal paper –
the thinner the better! Then use a 
paintbrush to glue it on. The more 
layers you have the stronger it will 

be.

Materials 

Mod Roc A dry bandage that has Plaster of Paris in it. When wet, it can be sculpted and will dry 
in the shape you have created.

Plaster of Paris A dust-like material similar to concrete that makes a material hard when it is used.

Papier Mâché Mixing paper and glue to create a hard surface for sculpting.

Using Mod Roc

To sculpt using mod roc 
bandages, you need the bandages 

and plenty of water in a bowl. 
Soak the bandages in a bowl until 
they are wet, then layer over your 
model. Use a paintbrush to poke 
the bandage into all of the little 

cracks and creases

Rosie Hurley creates mini 
sculptures of animals using the 

same sculpting techniques.
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Vocabulary 

Sculpting

To create a thing, person, 
idea, animal out of a 

material such as wood, clay, 
plastic, etc.

Materials
An item such as wood, 

plastic, newspaper, paper, 
card, clay, string

Bind Using a material to hold 
other things together

Stick To attach one thing to 
another

Fold Pinching the edge of paper 
or card to change the shape

Form
The shape and structure of 

a model (how long it is, how 
it fills the space)

Shape A flat area surrounded by 
edges or an outline

3D
A solid object instead of 
something flat. It has 

height, length and width.

Sketch your creature

What shapes can you see? Finding the 
shapes you need will help you to transform 

your 2D drawing into a 3D model.

Shape your materials

Shape your materials by folding and 
scrunching your materials. Once you have 
created your form, you can bind your 

materials together.

Bind your materials
Use something to hold your form. You 

could use cling-film or tape to stick those 
pieces together.

Sculpt your creature

Sculpt your 3D model out of mod roc 
or papier mâché. Look on the other 

side for lots of tips on how to do this! 
Check how strong it is too.

Paint your sculpture

Now you have finished sculpting, it’s 
time to make it look even more 3D by 
adding colour. Paint it in the colours 
you have used in your sketchbooks.


