
Knowledge Organiser History – Explorers!   (Significant people through 

time)

Year 2  Spring 2 

What were Hospitals like before?

In the past, hospitals were dirty and 
overcrowded. Equipment was hardly ever 
washed which means germs spread quickly. 
Poorly people would be really close together. 
Beds were rarely cleaned or changed, medicines 
were rare and there were only a few nurses to 
help all the poorly people.  It was a very difficult 
time, especially for soldiers in battle!

What did Florence Nightingale do?

She recognised that hospitals were not clean and decided to 
change that. 
- She gave the poorly people space in the hospital so that 

germs were not as easily spread. 
- She asked for more tools and equipment so there was 

enough for everyone to use. 
- She asked for clean bandages and bedding so that patients 

were comfortable and clean. 
- She spoke to the patients and wrote home to their families 

for them. 
- She looked after everyone in the hospital.
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