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Key Vocab

Planets Planets are large natural objects that orbit or travel 
around stars

Solar System The solar system consists of the Sun and 
everything that orbits, or travels around, the Sun

Moon The Moon is a large natural object that orbits, or 
travels around

Night and Day Daytime is when you can see the sun from where 
you are, and its light and heat can reach you. Night-
time is when the sun is on the other side of the 
Earth from you, and its light and heat don't get to 
you.

Names of Planets Eight planets orbit the star called the Sun. In order 
from the closest to the Sun, these planets are 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and Neptune.

Dwarf Planets a dwarf planet is an object orbiting the Sun that is 
large enough to be rounded by its own gravity but 
is not gravitationally dominant in its orbital area 
and is not a moon.

Orbit An orbit is the path of an object around a particular 
point in space

Rotate Rotation refers to an object's spinning motion 
about its own axis. "Revolution" refers the object's 
orbital motion around another object. For 
example, Earth rotates on its own axis, producing 
the 24-hour day. Earth revolves about the Sun, 
producing the 365-day year.

Shadow A shadow is the dark shape made when something 
blocks light

Sundial A sundial is an instrument that tells the time like a 
clock.
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